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Tonight, we welcome our very 

good friends from Arsenal FC. We 

hope everyone connected with the 

Club, Team Management, players 

and supporters enjoy one of  

their regular visits to the LV Bet 

Stadium, Meadow Park.
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Tonight, we welcome our very good 

friends from Arsenal FC. We hope 

everyone connected with the Club, 

Team Management, players and 

supporters enjoy one of their regular 

visits to the LV Bet Stadium,  

Meadow Park. 

Well, the summer and pre-season have 

been another eventful time for me and, 

in truth, for all of us concerned here at 

Meadow Park, as we reach what is a key 

point in the club’s history, the start of 

our 75th Anniversary Season.

Other milestones have also been 

reached this year, as I have become 

the first incumbent to enter a 24th 

consecutive season in the Chair, and 

because I celebrated my 60th year 

(where have the years gone?), I was just 

36 years old when I first took over.

As a club, we’ve now had more than 800 

of you Wood Army loyalists purchase a 

new season ticket, and once again my 

year-on-year investment has meant our 

summer builds and facility improvements 

have become all-consuming over the last 

15 years.

As we approach the month of August, 

we are already three to four weeks 

behind with the front of house car park 

building programme, which brings its 

own pressures - but that was no real 

surprise to me, with such poor soil  

make up, with poor ground conditions, 

and with possible landfill contamination 

everywhere, which has had to be dealt 

with continually since May.

As such, it’s little wonder we have hit 

a few time constraint problems - but 

it could in truth have been a lot worse. 

However, what a positive response 

I’ve received to all of our summer 

builds, from our partners at Arsenal FC, 

Hertsmere Borough Council, from  

Elstree and Borehamwood Town  

Council and from our wonderfully  

loyal club sponsors, plus the incredible 

Mr Alan Swan, and of course by  

my amazingly loyal staff.

That positivity and support had allowed 

Luke Garrard, Charlie Hunter and myself 

to look forward with such optimism 

as we plan a bright future for our 

supporters, for our town and for  

our wider community that is only  

looking up.

If you are reading this article, it will  

mean that you are looking at a very 

good match programme this evening, 

put together by Billy Hunter, and you  

will also see all of the various build works 

going on and a completion artists visual 

- trust me they will not do it justice.

You’ll also be looking at the eight 

new player signings in far more detail, 

because we have invested in the squad 

and are heading into the new season, 

with possibly our strongest ever squad, 

and we hope these lads are the ones 

that take this club to another level.

I think you would also agree that the 

pitch is looking absolutely incredible 

yet again and that’s all down to Head 

Groundsman Ben Howell and his staff.

Our recruitment is almost done on and 

off the park, and much has been down 

to hard work, player knowledge and the 

football intelligence of Luke Garrard and 
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Charlie Hunter. That said, my day-to-day 

staff are, after a mad summer, already 

knackered which is unfortunately all 

down to me haha.

Tonight, I must say I’m very grateful to 

Griggs Homes, Edward and Har-Mac, 

Paul Beech, John Beattie and my staff for 

getting us operational and build wise you 

will see some very big changes emerge 

over the next month. I will then really 

begin to finalise the detail of the site, all 

in readiness for our Arsenal Women who 

return back here to us in mid-September.

Talking of Women’s football, I’m sure 

you will wish our England Lionesses all 

the luck in the world on Sunday and for 

myself, having followed our England 

men all around the globe, and with going 

up Wembley Way for more than 50 

years, I know the whole nation will be 

rooting for our golden girl generation 

to lift themselves into English Women’s 

sporting immortality.

That said, with four of our Arsenal 

Women in the squad, we are also rightly 

so proud of what they are achieving, 

and in the manner that they are doing 

so. This football club has 25 years of 

involvement in supporting Women’s 

football and in gender equality rights 

in general - but specifically we are 

well known for our support of Arsenal 

Women long before it was vogue - so 

this popularity in the Women’s game 

has been a long road, hard fought but so 

worth it - as the nation gets behind our 

girls.

What is lesser known, is that all of our 

support of the Women for more than 

two and a half decades, has been repaid, 

with a new 10 year partnership contract 

signed with BWFC, AFC and AWFC just 

two years ago…..while it’s fair to say, that 

never in all my time as Chairman here, 

has the relationship been bettered and, 

when we finally finish our present facility 

build (possibly in October), both the 

Arsenal Women, the Arsenal hierarchy 

and Boreham Wood supporters are 

going to be very, very happy with me  

I hope.

Tonight, though, is about looking to the 

future, as a young Arsenal Xl come to us, 

they will be ready to compete against an 

experienced National League team and 

be ready, like ourselves, to learn lessons. 

They’ll as always move the ball well - 

but will they be able to cope with our 

strength and our experience? That said, 

can we cope with their better movement 

and better technique?

That’s why these games are always great 

for me and for the managers of both 

clubs, as they are true indicators for 

us both as the new season approaches 

and it’s why both Arsenal and ourselves 

really do look forward to this partnership 

game each season.

Finally, whoever you support, let’s hope 

for some open attacking games and the 

best teams win.
 

Danny
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Good evening. firstly I would like to 

welcome Arsenal Under 23’s Staff and 

Players to The LV Bet Stadium Meadow 

Park for tonight’s Pre Season Friendly.

This is our last test before we start our 

league campaign, and we know Arsenal 

will be tough opposition this evening, 

which is perfect for us being just a week 

away from competitive football.

We have so far this pre-season had a real 

positive five weeks to date, and have 

really looked to implement our ideas 

into the group. We have had a low level 

rebuild to an extent with currently no less 

than eight new additions.  That in itself is 

a hard task to get them thinking the way 

you want and playing a style they may 

not be totally accustom to.

But early signs are the boys are fully 

buying into what’s being asked of them 

and are showing a level of understanding 

which aids us as staff, to progress the 

work at a much quicker rate.

We know we will hit hurdles throughout 

the season but as a set of players and 

staff that’s when we will stick together 

and show a unity that will hold us in great 

stead.

The additions have been really pleasing 

and have integrated into the group 

superbly, they all bring real quality and 

level of experience that will be huge this 

season.

Having had a remit of a younger more 

dynamic group I genuinely believe that 

has been achieved with seven of the 

signings falling under the age of 27, that 

has dramatically brought our average age 

down from 32 to now 28, and that was 

huge in our recruitment, as we felt with 

the National League being so unforgiving, 

you need a more athletic, fitter group to 

deal with the vigorous demands of the 

division.

We are seeing in our Output for sessions 

and more importantly matches where 

the boys are clocking 10-15% more 

coverage on the pitch. This is something 

we felt is huge for us to improve on our 

end of season form and we feel with the 

additions and squad depth this will aid 

this.

We have a squad size we haven’t really 

had since our Covid hit season, but 

I genuinely feel the quality of player 

compared to that period is better. I will 

genuinely have headaches every match 

day and no doubt tough decisions as 

the competition within the Squad is very 

high.

That will bode well for performance levels 

to be consistent as the players will know 

they have to perform to keep their shirt.

Lastly I want to thank the Chairman 

for his continued support and backing, 

this off Season has been one where he 

has allowed for me to really invest and 

progress the squad.  

Let’s hope we can all repay his faith and 

have a successful year once again.

Let’s hope for a positive finish to the pre-

season schedule and I look forward to 

seeing you all down at Roots Hall on the 

6th August.

Please be loud and proud and get right 

behind the boys. Enjoy the game!
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business intelligence 
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driven insight to support 
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making process.
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info@omega-accounting.com

FULL BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Omega has the experienced staff, from bookkeepers to CFO 

level professionals, to service all of its clients’ bookkeeping 

needs eliminating the need for the client to employ any 

accounting personnel. Numerous clients rely on Omega for  

all their accounting transactions. 

SCALABLE AND FLEXIBLE SERVICES

Omega’s stakeholder mentality to customer service results 

in a flexible partnership approach where the client’s needs 

are more important than maintaining any specific level 

of billable services. Services can expand or contract, as 

agreed by Omega and the client, based on the  

client’s financial needs.  



Alfie, welcome to Boreham Wood. How 
do you feel about your first day here?

It was tough, it was a tough day. There 
was a lot of testing today so you have 
to do a lot of  sprints but the boys have 
welcomed me well and I am looking 
forward to getting going.

You have experience in the National 
League, having turned up for Ebbsfleet 
United prior to their relegation in 2020. 
Did the prospect of returning to the top 
tier in non-league football influence your 
decision to move to Boreham Wood?

Yeah, definitely. It was one of the factors 
and obviously I had a meeting here and 
once I had that meeting, in my mind I had 
it confirmed that I wanted to come here. 
Playing in the National League, there are 
some  big sides and hopefully we can 
compete right at the top.

You did enjoy a bitter-sweet season last 
time out as you reached the play-off 
final with Ebbsfleet but you were 
unfortunately defeated by Torquay 
United. Will this drive your ambition 
for the next coming season to do one 
better?

Yeah 100%. That was a weird game,  

I don’t know if anyone watched it but 
yes definitely it spurred me on and when 
you get that close you want to go a bit 
further. I know it’s a new league but 
hopefully we can do it in this league and 
get that little bit further.

You’ve played predominantly in midfield 
throughout your career. How would you 
describe your style of play and how are 
you looking to adapt to the team?

Energy, I like to be involved in everything, 
I like to get on the ball, I like to be up and 
down the pitch but especially getting 
in the box, arriving late to the box and 
hopefully chipping in with a few goals.

Have any particular players caught your 
eye on the first day?

There were no balls today but I know a 
few of the boys and I know there’s a lot 
of talent in the dressing room so I hope 
we can really push on this season.

Finally, do you have a message for the 
Wood Army?

Can’t wait to get going. I’m looking 
forward to playing in front of all of the 
fans and hopefully we can achieve really 
big things this year.
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Boreham Wood FC are delighted to 
announce the arrival of midfielder Zak 
Brunt to the LV BET Stadium Meadow 
Park on a season-long loan from 
Championship outfit Sheffield United.

Zak began his youth career at Sheffield 
United before plying his trade within 
the youth set ups at higher profile 
Academies, namely Aston Villa, 
Manchester City and Manchester United, 
before a spell with Derby County was 
followed by a return to Bramall Lane  
in 2018 on scholarship terms. The 
20-year-old play making midfield 
player now arrives at Meadow Park with 
previous National League experience 
having spent time on loan at Southend 
United and Notts County last season.

In addition to his senior experience with 
the Shrimpers and the Magpies at the 
top tier of Non-League football, Zak also 
has two senior Blades appearances to 
his name in the EFL Cup, having played 
90 minutes in both United’s EFL Cup 
victories over Carlisle United and  
Derby County at Bramall Lane last 
campaign.

Gaffer Luke Garrard had this to say on 

capturing Zak’s signature on a  
season-long loan deal, “I’m really happy 
to get Zak signed. He is someone  
I have earmarked since his initial loan  
at Southend United. He had a successful 
spell with them and then progressed 
onto Notts County at the back end of the 
season, featuring in their play-off push.

“He has a great experience of the 
level already at such a young age and 
understands what’s expected to deliver 
consistently week-in-week-out within  
this division. He will bring great quality  
to the group and has a real attacking 
intent to his play.

“Zak has already integrated really well 
into the group and will be compliment 
what we already have in the building. 
This is another building block to what 
we want to achieve this season, and I 
want to thank both the Chairman and 
Charlie for sanctioning this deal. With real 
competition throughout the squad, it will 
ensure levels of performances are high 
and that’s so important when competing 
within this division.” Garrard concluded. 

Welcome to the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park, Zak!
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WELCOME,
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TUESDAY 20TH JULY 2021
PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

BOREHAM WOOD 0

BRENTFORD FC 2
Toney (25’), Fosu (60’)
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Lee, welcome to Boreham Wood. How 

are you settling in so far?

It’s been good. I’ve got a little flat not far 

from here and it’s nice. I’ve been out with 

the lads and it’s really good.

Have you enjoyed the training on the 

first day?

I don’t think anyone enjoys the first day 

of pre-season training! But no it was a 

good little blowout.

So you’ve arrived from Brackley Town 

in the National League North meaning 

you have made the step up to a higher 

division. What made you choose 

Boreham Wood?

The club, they are one of the clubs that 

came in for me on numerous occasions 

and I just felt like it was a step up in my 

career. It’s a good club and I want to play 

at the highest level that I can. 

You scored 15 goals last season as 

Brackley finished second but fell short 

in the play-offs to eventual winners York 

City. How would you describe your style 

of play and are you looking forward to 

seeing how you can adapt to a higher 

division?

I am a strong, strong player. Give me the 

ball and I will hold it up and players run 

off me, that is the way I used to play at 

Brackley. I just like getting goals. I would 

have to see what the coach does but I 

will always work as hard as I can to make 

sure that I do adapt to whatever he has 

planned.

Are you looking forward to playing 

alongside the likes of Tyrone Marsh?

Massively, Marsh is one of the players 

that you obviously look at all over 

Twitter, He’s scored of crucial goals for 

the club and he is a big name.

With the Wood spending a large portion 

of last season towards the top end of the 

National League table, your experience 

in a promotion race will come in handy. 

What are your aims for the upcoming 

season?

Do better than I did last year, score more 

goals, try to obviously help my team as 

NEW SIGNING

much as I can. The gaffer is 

very ambitious in what he 

wants to get out of us, he 

wants to get the team up the 

league and I guess that is the 

aim.

And finally, do you have a 

message for the Wood Army?

Hopefully we can make a lot of 

memories together. Hopefully 

I can score a lot of goals and put  

a smile on your faces, and we can 

make history together.
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AUGUST
6  Southend United  A

13 Notts County H

16 Aldershot  A

20 Torquay United  A

27 Altrincham H

29 Dorking Wanderers A

22/23 
F I X T U R E S

OCTOBER
1  Maidstone United  H

4 Bromley H

8 Wealdstone  A

22 Wrexham  H

25 Dagenham & Redbridge A

29 Chesterfield A

NOVEMBER
8  York City  H

12 Woking H

19 FC Halifax Town  A

26 Solihull Moors  H

SEPTEMBER
3  Scunthorpe United  A

10 Oldham Athletic H

13 Maidenhead United  H

17 Gateshead  A

24 Yeovil Town A

DECEMBER
3  Eastleigh  A

10 Southend United H

13 Aldershot Town  A

26 Barnet  A

FEBRUARY
4  Chesterfield  H

11 Woking A

18 FC Halifax Town  H

21 York City  A

25 Scunthorpe United H

JANUARY
2  Barnet  H

7 Notts County A

21 Torquay United  H

24 Dorking Wanderers  H

28 Altrincham A

MARCH
4  Oldham Athletic  A

7 Maidenhead United A

11 Gateshead  H

18 Solihull Moors  A

25 Eastleigh H

APRIL
1  Maidstone United  A

7 Dagenham & Redbridge H

10 Bromley  A

15 Wealdstone  H

22 Wrexham A

29 Yeovil Town H

A dentist serving Elstree, 

Borehamwood and 

neighbouring communities for 

more than 30 years.

What You Can Expect

• Pain-free dentistry

• Friendly, welcoming team

• Affordable monthly payment 

plans

• Free on-site car parking

Services We Offer

• General & Cosmetic 

Dentistry

• Root Canal Treatments 

• Hygiene Appointments

• Dental Implants 

• Invisalign 

• Tooth Whitening 

• Dermal fillers & Anti-Wrinkle 

treatments

020 8953 4102

48 DRAYTON ROAD

BOREHAMWOOD

HERTS 

WD6 2BX
(located off Borehamwood
High Street)

Website: www.draytonhousedental.co.uk

Email: info@draytonhousedental.co.uk 

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

20% off your first 
consultation with 
this programme



Boreham Wood are delighted to 
announce the arrival of midfielder 
George Williams to the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park ahead of the 2022/23 
National League season following his 
departure from League Two Barrow 
this summer.

George began his career with his 
hometown club MK Dons, progressing 
through several age groups alongside 
England international Dele Alli, before 
making his Don’s debut aged just 16  
years and 66 days in their 6-0 home  
FA Cup demolition of Non-League 
Nantwich Town.

After just three senior appearances 
at Stadium MK, registering a single 
goal, George was on the move, signing 
for Premier League Fulham for an 
undisclosed fee. During at six-year  
period at Craven Cottage, George  
would make 16 appearances for the  
West London side, 14 of which were 
during an impressive 2014/15 campaign, 
which culminated in George earning his 
first senior Welsh cap, making his debut 
as a second half substitute for Jonny 
Williams against Holland in June 2014.

George qualified for Wales through 
his Mother’s lineage, representing the 
Dragons at under 17, under 19 and 
under 21 level before graduating to the 
senior side in 2014, making seven total 
appearances for the Welsh national team 
between 2014 and 2018, including being 
named in Chris Coleman’s squad for Euro 
2016 which saw Wales advance to the 
competition’s semi-final.

Loan spells with MK Dons (twice), 
Gillingham and St Johnstone preceded 
a permanent move away from West 
London, joining ambitious League Two 
side Forest Green Rovers in June 2018. 
A two-year spell at the New Lawn saw 
George make 50 appearances for Rovers, 
scoring nine goals.

Spells with Grimsby Town and Barrow 
in League Two followed for Williams in 
seasons 2020/21 and 2021/22, making 23 
and 22 appearances respectively in each 
season, before departing the Bluebirds 
at the end of the 2021/22 season at the 
conclusion of his contract at Holker 
Street.

George has been with Luke Garrard’s 
squad throughout pre-season, including 
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Wood’s opening two pre-season 
friendly fixtures against Brentford 
and West Ham United, impressing 
Gaffer Luke Garrard in training and 
match play. George’s impressive 
trial period has been rewarded with 
contract at the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park until the end of the 
2022/23 season, with an option of 
extending his time with the Wood 
for a further season into the 2023/24 
campaign.

Gaffer Luke Garrard had this to say 
on capturing George’s signature, “I’m 
really happy to have signed George. 
He has come in this pre-season and 
showed a real level of professionalism 
and performance throughout the 
sessions and especially in the 
matches against some real tough 
opposition.

“After an initial few days with the 
group training, we decided to invite 
George down to Barnstaple for our 
pre-season training camp and during 
that period I learnt a lot about his 
manner off the pitch. I was extremely 
impressed about his drive and 
hunger.

“George has played at the highest 
level on the international stage 
and that sort of experience will 
be very welcome in our group. He 
knows what I expect as he has been 
involved with this group from day 
one of pre-season and will most 
definitely add real value to this group 
of players.” Garrard concluded.

Welcome to the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park, George!
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STEVE THOUGHT 
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Boreham Wood are delighted to 
announce the arrival of winger Erico 
Sousa to the LV BET Stadium Meadow 
Park ahead of the 2022/23 National 
League season following his departure 
from National League play-off winners 
Grimsby Town this summer.

Born in Vale de Amoreira, Portugal, 
Erico moved to England aged 10, joining 
Manchester City’s famed youth academy 
at the age of 15-years-old before spending 
three years within the academy set up at 
Barnsley.

In 2014, Erico dropped into Non-League 
football with spells at Hyde United and 
Tadcaster Albion preceding a season in 
the Slovenian PrvaLiga with NK Celje. 
Upon his return to the UK, Erico was 
set to sign for then-League Two outfit 
Accrington Stanley, however due to 
complications with his Football League 
registration, Erico would opt to sign for 
then-National League side Tranmere 
Rovers until the end of the 2016/17 season.

Sousa would return to Accrington Stanley 
ahead of the 2017/18 season, signing a 
one-year contract with Stanley in June 
2017. Following their title winning 2017/18 

season, Accrington would exercise Sousa’s 
contractual option to remain a Stanley 
player, however he departed the Wham 
Stadium in June 2020 at the expiration of 
his Accy’s contract.

A brief return to Tadcaster Albion was 
followed by signing for Alun Armstrong’s 
Darlington in the National League North 
where Erico would experience his most 
fruitful spell to date, registering seven 
goals in 14 games before COVID-19 put 
an end to football at step 2 and below of 
Non-League football.

His form, although cut short by COVID, 
caught the attention of National League 
and Football League suitors, and in June 
2021 Sousa joined National League side 
Grimsby Town on a one-year contract 
following their relegation from League 
Two the previous season. A successful 
season under Paul Hurst at Blundell 
Park saw Erico feature heavily for the 
Mariners with 33 appearances as they 
won promotion back into League Two, 
after an inspirational play-off campaign 
with wins over Notts County, Wrexham 
and Solihull Moors clinching their return 
to the Football League at the first time of 
asking.
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Upon arriving at the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park, Erico said, “I’m just 
happy to be here. At a Club who has 
real ambition to strive forward and 
make history. After speaking to the 
Gaffer, it was a no brainer for me to 
be honest. I agree with the Gaffer’s 
philosophy, his way of thinking and 
his attitude to work. This made me 
think ‘this is the right place for me.’
“My aim is always the same; to work 
hard to help the team win promotion. 
I feel like we have the right mentality 
and the right people at the Club 
to achieve great things.” Sousa 
concluded.

Welcome to the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park, Erico!
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Danny, welcome to Boreham Wood. How 
have you settled in so far?

I’m enjoying it, obviously we’ve had the 
first week of pre-season which has been 
tough with a few days of running and 
stuff like that but it seems like everyone is 
getting along really well. I’ve feel like I’ve 
been settling in nicely.

You’ve made Boreham Wood your ninth 
club after leaving Solihull Moors. Why did 
you choose Boreham Wood?

I remember playing against them last 
season, I’ve seen videos of them and 
clips so obviously I’ve heard about them. 
Throughout the years they’ve shown they 
are a progressive club and they’ve always 
been near the top-end of the table and 
pushing for promotion, getting to  
play-off finals etc. It appealed to me after 
speaking to the manager and as soon as 
I spoke to him I knew straight away that 
it was going to be a perfect fit for me to 
come here, so hopefully it all works out and 
we can do well this season.

Last season for Solihull Moors you played 
38 times in all competitions as they reached 
the play-off final. What was it like to come 
so close to making history with a club who 
are yet to play in the Football League?

Frustrating, there isn’t another word 
for it, it was frustrating. I think we were 
the better team on the day but it just 
wasn’t our day, Grimsby scored two 
goals from two mistakes that we rarely 
made throughout the season. The big 
occasion might have got to a few players 
but it’s just one of those things. It wasn’t 
meant to be but that’s football at the 
end of the day, there’s got to be one 
winner and unfortunately it wasn’t us but 
it was definitely an incredible season. 
The togetherness, the runs we went on, 
winning games and it was a really good 
season when you look back on it now but 
obviously it was frustrating to not get the 
promotion over the line.

Boreham Wood are another club who are 
yet to reach the Football League. Will the 
disappointment of last season drive you 
to make sure that doesn’t happen again?

That’s been massive in my motivation this 
season. I’ve got a fire in my belly which 
I’ve not had for a few years now and I feel 
like I’m ready to put it right. I don’t want to 
ever feel like I felt on that pitch at the end 
of the play-off final knowing that the other 
team are celebrating and they’re going to 
the Football League and it’s not the best 
feeling so hopefully we can get promoted 
and I can achieve what I want to achieve.

NEW SIGNING

As a striker your primary aim is 
goalscoring, but how else would you 
describe your style of play?

I’m very tenacious, aggressive and 
robust, I work hard for the team and 
I’m quite defensive as well, tracking 
back and tackling, helping to defend 
corners. I defend from the front really 
and like to press high up the pitch, 
but can play as a target man as well, 
winning a lot of headers and flick-ons.

You spent the majority of your career 
outside the Football League before 
moving to Stevenage in 2017. How 
did it feel to receive the call to finally 
make that step up?

I felt like all the hard work was about to 
pay off so it was nice to make the jump 
up and prove that I was good enough 
in my first season, I scored the goals 
and won all the awards. I did have some 
bad luck with injuries and the poor 
treatment I received but I’m still going, 
I feel fitter than I ever have, I’m still in 
good shape so I’m ready to try and get 
back into the Football League with this 
club and I’m excited for the season.

Interestingly, the move to Stevenage 
came as a result of the V9 academy. 
Could you tell us a bit about what that 
was like?

It was a really good experience to be 
fair, it was living like a Premier League 
footballer for five days so it’s something 
that will stay with me forever. I was 
coming off the back of a really good 
season where I scored 30 odd goals so 
I was going into it confident and I did 
really well during the week. Then I got a 
phone call at the end of the week saying 
Stevenage want to sign you so I have 
really good memories.

Finally, do you have a message for the 
Wood army?

I’m excited to show you what I can 
do and hopefully this year is the one 
where we do what everyone wants and 
get to the Football League.
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TUESDAY 12TH JULY 2021
PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

BOREHAM WOOD 1
Evans (42’)

WEST HAM 1
Benrahma (21’)
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Danny, welcome to Boreham Wood.  
How does it feel to sign for the club?

Feels great. You know, obviously I had a 
good season last season and I was looking 
forward to making that next step. It’s 
great that the gaffer wants me and I’m 
really enjoying being here so far.

Whilst coming through the ranks at Aston 
Villa and Nottingham Forest, you moved 
to America for a short period. Are you 
able to tell us what that was like?

Strange, playing a different type of 
football being over there but then three 
year ago I came back here and then I’ve 
been playing for a few different teams 
back here and really enjoyed kind of 
settling back into the men’s game over 
here.

You scored 31 goals in all competitions 
last season including three in the 
playoffs. How would you describe your 
style of play?

I’d say that I like to get goals, running in 
behind, be direct and get shots away.  
I like to cause defenders problems really.

You’ve just come off the back of a  
play-off final defeat for Boston United. 
How pleased are you to make the step up 

to the National League anyway?

I was disappointed obviously, losing a 
play-off final. I’d won a play-off final in 
the National League the year before so 
that’s two play-off finals in a row, but  
I’m looking forward to doing well this 
season. In terms of specific personal  
aims, I don’t really want to give myself  
a target numbers wise but just to help  
the team as well as I can.

Are you looking forward to playing 
alongside the likes of Tyrone Marsh  
this season?

Yeah, obviously I’ve seen he’s done really 
well last season. I’ve seen at the end of 
the last few seasons whilst in the National 
League North knowing he’s a top striker 
so I’m looking forward to playing with top 
players as well. I know there’s Dennon 
Lewis and a few other good players here 
who I’m looking forward to hopefully 
playing with and contributing with as well.

Finally, do you have a message for the 
Wood Army?

I just can’t wait to show them what I’m 
about really, in terms of being myself, 
scoring goals, being direct and being 
exciting to watch hopefully.

NEW SIGNING
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FRIDAY 15TH JULY 2021
PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

BOREHAM WOOD 2
Marsh (28’), Mendy Mendy (90’) 

CHELSEA XI 4
Castledine (40’), Davies (58’, 73’),
Burstow (81’)
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Boreham Wood are delighted to 
announce the arrival of midfielder Jack 
Payne to the LV BET Stadium Meadow 
Park ahead of the 2022/23 National 
League season following the mutual 
cancellation of his contract at League 
Two side Crawley Town.

Jack arrives at Meadow Park with a wealth 
of experience, with nearly 450 senior 
appearances to his name across spells 
with Gillingham, Peterborough United, 
Leyton Orient, Blackpool, Ebbsfleet 
United, Eastleigh and Crawley Town.
The ball playing defensive midfielder 
began his career with Gillingham, 
graduating from the Academy at the 
Priestfield Stadium in 2008, and would 
go onto make 113 total appearances for 
Gill’s over five seasons. Jack won the 
Kent outfit’s Young Player of the Season 
award for three consecutive seasons; 
2008/09, 2009/10 and 2010/11, as well as 
the League Two title in 2012/2013, before 
an initial loan move to then-Championship 
side Peterborough United was made 
permanent in 2013.

Three-and-a-half seasons at London Road 
saw Payne rack up 91 appearances in a 
Posh shirt across the Championship and 

League One, a period which included 
a loan spell with Leyton Orient, before 
spending a successful single season with 
Blackpool in League Two, helping the 
Tangerines win the end of season play-
offs at Wembley to ignite their climb back 
up the English Football pyramid. His single 
season at Bloomfield Road saw Jack 
contribute significantly to their promotion, 
making 44 total appearances for the 
Seasiders.

A return to his native Kent saw Jack then 
experience his first taste of Non-League 
football, signing for Daryl McMahon’s big 
spending Ebbsfleet United ahead of the 
2017/18 season, making 61 appearances 
for the Fleet across two seasons at 
Stonebridge Road, before an initial loan 
move to National League counterparts 
Eastleigh during the 2018/19 season was 
made permanent ahead of the 2019/20 
campaign.

Jack would make 87 appearances for the 
Spitfire’s, making a name for himself at 
the top tier of Non-League football as 
one of the best defensive midfield players 
at the level, before a deserved return 
to the Football League with Crawley 
Town materialised, signing a two-year at 
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Despite recently signing a new 
contract with the Red Devils in April 
2022, Jack mutually cancelled his 
contract with the West Sussex side 
this week.

Gaffer Luke Garrard had this to say 
on capturing Jack’s signature on a 
permanent deal, “In truth we have 
looked to sign Jack for a few years 
now and to finally get his signature is 
very, very pleasing.

“Jack is a player I have admired since 
his time at Ebbsfleet United and he 
will bring a wealth of experience to 
our group. He brings quality to our 
midfield and will compliment a very 
competitive area, where we have 
bolstered heavily this off-season.
“He is comfortable in possession and 
shows an understanding of his role 
and match management superbly. He 
is and will be a very positive addition 
to an already strong squad.” Garrard 
concluded.

Jack has signed an initial two-year 
contract with the Wood, with the 
option to extend his stay at  
Meadow Park for a further third 
season.

Welcome to the LV BET Stadium 
Meadow Park, Jack!
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Mertersacker enjoyed seven successful years in North London. He built up a reputation of being a fine 
reader of the game thanks to his disciplinary record whilst playing in both Germany and England, and 
will go down as one of the Gunners’ greatest centre backs in recent times.

Born in Hanover, he began his career in youth team of his local club Hannover 96, being promoted to 
their first team ahead of the 2003/04 season. After an inconsistent debut season, his form went up 
a level during the next one and he established himself as the team’s first choice centre back, with his 
performances earnt him his first Germany call-up by Jurgen Klinsmann. Following an impressive World 
Cup 2006, he signed for Werder Bremen that summer.

The form he showed at Hannover continued into his spell with Bremen, where he made over 200 

appearances over five years. He soon caught the eye of the Premier League, with Arsenal announcing 
his arrival in August 2011. Taking the #4 shirt that was previously worn by team captain Cesc 
Fabregas, Mertersacker became a mainstay at the heart of the defence with 27 appearances in his 
debut season. This number continued to increase and he won the major trophy of his career, playing 
a pivotal role in Arsenal’s 2013/14 FA Cup success and ending their nine-year trophy drought in the 
process. This was the start of a memorable summer for the German, who won the World Cup with his 
country two months later. Fast forward to 2018, Mertersacker left the club at the expiry of his contract 
having won three FA Cup’s and two Community Shield’s under the guidance of Arsene Wenger, as 
well as being a runner-up in the EFL Cup final. Becoming club captain in 2016, he also built an elite 
partnership with Laurent Koscielny at the back and will go down as an Arsenal hero.

He shortly returned to the club following his retirement and is currently in charge of the 
Arsenal academy.

ARSENAL XI
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Nickname: The Gunners

Founded: 1886

Stadium: Emirates Stadium

Capacity: 60,704

Last Season Finish Position: 5
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ONE’S TO WATCH

Leading By Example

ZACH  
AWE

DEFENDER

BORN
England, 9/01/2004

PREVIOUS CLUB
-

Born halfway through Arsenal’s 
invincible season of 2003/04, 
Zach Awe joined the Gunners 
at a young age and has risen 

through the ranks where he has 
featured for both the Under-18’s 
and Under-23’s, before signing 
his first professional contract 

in February 2021. The 18-year 
old has shown versatility and 
is comfortable with bringing 
the ball out the back, proving 

himself to be impressive 
technically as well as tactically 
aware, which saw him receive 
a call-up to the first team in 
a competitive fixture a year 

later when he featured on the 
bench in a Premier League 

match against Wolverhampton 
Wanderers.

2

Leading The Line

JOEL
IDEHO
FORWARD

BORN
Netherlands, 17/07/2003

PREVIOUS CLUB
Ajax

After beginning his career in his 
native Holland with the youth 
teams of SC ‘t Zand, Willem II 
and Ajax, Joel Ideho made the 
move to England in 2020 when 
he joined Arsenal to enhance 
his development. The 19-year 
old has established himself as 

a flair player who can operate 
on either flank, offering trickery 

and pace along with good 
vision, off-the-ball movement, 
accuracy and work rate, and 
impressed in the Papa John’s 

Trophy against Swindon Town 
where he found the net with 
a composed finish as well as 

featuring for the first team in a 
friendly against Brentford B.

9

Making The Play

MATTHEW 
SMITH
MIDFIELDER

BORN
England, 5/10/2000

PREVIOUS CLUB
-

Having joined Arsenal at the 
age of seven, Matthew Smith 

progressed through the 
age groups and helped the 

academy reach the 2017/18 FA 
Youth Cup Final, before earning 

his first professional contract 
after impressing for the Under-23’s. 

The deep-lying playmaker likes 
to control the tempo and has 
a good eye for a pass along 

with a strong leadership ability, 
and was named on the bench 
for a Premier League match 
against Southampton as well 
as in the 2020 FA Cup Final. 

He has gained experience out 
on loan with Swindon Town, 

Charlton Athletic and Doncaster 
Rovers, accumulating 84 senior 

appearances.

8
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FRIDAY 6TH AUGUST 2021

PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

BOREHAM WOOD 4
Marsh (31’), Mafuta (54’),  
Tshimanga (63’, 81’)

ARSENAL XI 0
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Dion, welcome to Boreham Wood. How 
does it feel to sign for the club?

I am delighted to be here. I came down, 
seen the gaffer and he showed me 
around. He showed me his plans and how 
ambitious he is and how ambitious the 
club is, and we are going to be a younger 
team and we’ve got a young coach and 
staff. Everybody wants to achieve good 
things so that really appealed to me. I’m 
just happy we got it done. 

You’ve arrived from Notts County after 
three years there. What made you 
decide to come to Boreham Wood?

This club is always fighting above its 
weight. You look at Boreham Wood, it’s 
not like a big club so to speak so they 
want to cause upsets, they are going to 
cause upsets and I want to  be part of 
that, that journey that they are on. They 
had a great cup run last season and that 
probably hindered their league position 
in the end because they were doing 
really well up to about February, but just 
coming to the club, playing games, keep 
getting better as well. I’m not here just to 
play, I’m here to get better, to improve 
myself as well, and you know upsetting 
some of the bigger teams in the league.

You have experience in the Football 
League having played for Coventry City 

in League One but dropped into the 
non-league with Kettering Town before 
signing for Notts. How can you return to 
the Football League and do you think 
you can do that with Boreham Wood? 

I think once you have been in the 
Football League, it’s great to be there. Of 
course, I played for Coventry which is the 
proudest moment in my career, playing 
for your home town. When you drop 
out, you see football for what it is, and I 
had a great year at Kettering. We were 
really successful in the league and I really 
enjoyed my time there. If I could get 
back into football with Boreham Wood 
that would be great. But I am happy to 
be somewhere and enjoy football, I think 
that’s the most important thing. I don’t 
think the league really matters now, I 
think it would be nice but I am here and 
hopefully I will enjoy my time here.

You reached the playoffs in all of your 
three seasons in Meadow Lane but 
unfortunately fell short every time. 
Does that drive you even more to finally 
reach the promised land of the Football 
League?

Of course. You hear phrases in football 
like you’re just a nearly man or a nearly 
team and to get that far in three seasons 
and not do it is a disappointment. So 
hopefully if we can get that position this 

NEW SIGNING

season hopefully we can go on to 
make a success out of it and not to 
fail again.

You primarily featured on the right 
flank in a 3-5-2 formation at Notts 
which is not something not too 
dissimilar to what Luke Garrard 
deploys here. Do you think this will 
make it an easier transition to your 
new club?

It does help but as a full back you 
can play in a back four or back five, 
I can play on the right or left, it 
doesn’t really matter. I’ve been in the 
game a long time and played a lot 
of positions to know the wing-back 
role and now I am looking forward to 
seeing what the gaffer brings to my 
game. He plays a little bit different 
to how we played the formation at 
Notts, but I am looking forward to 
playing there. I don’t shirk a tackle, 
I like getting stuck in and hopefully I 
can get some assists, and if I can just 
help the team, be consistent and win 
as many games as possible then I’ll 
be happy.

Kane Smith enjoyed an extremely 
successful spell here before his 
recent departure. Are you looking 
forward to filling the void he left?

Of course, I don’t feel the 
pressure of it. He was here and 
did really well and I feel like 
I can come here, make a big 
impact and leave a good 
impression with the fans. 
Hopefully, I can add more 
than what he did for the 
club, and if I can do that and 
the rest of the squad can do 
that then I think we will be 
okay this season.

And finally, do you have 
a message for the Wood 
Army? 

Stick with us, enjoy the ride, 
it’s going to be up and down but 
we’re going to give it our all. We’re 
going to win a lot more games than 
we will lose so stick with us and we’ll 
see what happens.
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MANAGER

LUKE GARRARD

BOREHAM WOOD

1 Nathan Ashmore

2  Dion Kelly Evans 

3  Femi Ilesanmi

4  Mark Ricketts

5  Will Evans

6 David Stephens

7  Josh Rees

8 Alfie Egan

9 Lee Ndlovu

10  Tyrone Marsh

11  Danny Newton

12  Jamal Fyfield

14 Danny Elliott

15  Dennon Lewis

16  Connor Stevens

17  Jacob Mendy Mendy

18  George Williams

19  Erico De Sousa

20  Zak Brunt

21 Jack Payne

ARSENAL XI

MANAGER

PER MERTESACKER

1 Hubert Graczyk 
2 Zachariah Awe
3 Zane Monlouis
4  Brooke Norton-Cuffy
5  Mazeed Ogungbo
6  Nathan Butler-Oyedeji
7  Marcelo Flores
8  Taylor Foran
9  Joel Ideho
10  James Lannin-Sweet
11  George Lewis
12  James Olayinka
13  James Hillson (GK)
14  Zine-Eddine Oulad M’hand
15  Charlie Patino
16  Charles Sagoe Jr
17  Matthew Smith 
18  Lino Sousa
19  Kido Taylor-Hart
20  Billy Vigar
21  Timothy Akinola
22  Miguel Azeez
23  Catalin Cirjan
24  Ben Cottrell
25  Jack Henry-Francis

REFEREE
Aaron FARMER 

ASSISTANT REFEREE
Dan COOK

ASSISTANT REFEREE
Matt FLETCHER

PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY
KO 19.00PM

🕊Boreham Wood FC are deeply saddened to hear of the passing of arsenal super fan Maria Petri. 

Maria was a regular at meadow park over the past two and a half decades watching her beloved 

Arsenal Women’s and Arsenal Academy. Rest in peace, Maria ❤


